Abnormalities of the bony thorax causing tracheobronchial compression.
A number of intrathoracic and extrathoracic causes of airway obstruction have been well documented in the literature. At times, tracheal compression may be caused by abnormalities of the bony thorax whose previously unrecognized significance can result in unexpected difficulties when extubation is attempted following a routine intubation. Alternatively, patients may develop progressive distress secondary to their skeletal abnormalities. We report on cases illustrating anomalies of the manubrium, sternum and spine which have caused significant, occasionally life-threatening, tracheal and bronchial narrowing including pectus excavatum and scoliosis. A protocol is presented detailing the appropriate methods of diagnosis and treatment of these types of deformities.